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When he uncovered the trays before me, the rich fra-
grance [of the meats] intoxicated my brains, and my
soul became satiated. I ate as much as I could, and sent
away the rest, and returned my grateful thanks [to the
princess.] At last, when the sun, the traveller of the
whole day, wearied and fatigued, reached his'home,
and the moon advanced from her palace, attended by
her companions, then the female servant came to me
and said, " Come, the princess has sent for you/'

I went along with her; she led me to the private
apartment; the effect of the lights was such that the
sftali kadr1 was nothing to it. A masnad, covered
with gold, was placed on rich carpets, with a pillow
studded with jewels; over it an awning of brocade
was stretched, with a fringe of pearls on [silver] poles
studded with precious stones; and in front of the
masnad artificial trees formed of various jewels, with
flowers and leaves attached, (one would say they were
nature's own production,) were erected in beds of
gold; and on the right and left, beautiful slaves and
servants were in waiting with folded arms and down-
cast eyes, in respectful attitude. Dancing women and
female singers, with ready-tuned instruments, attended
to begin their performances. On seeing such a scene
and such splendid preparations, my senses were be-
wildered. I asked the female servant [who came with
me] " there is here such gay splendour in the scene of
the day, and such magnificence in that of the night,

1 Literally, "night of power or grandeur," would in that place be "with-
out grandeur." The sJiali kadr, or as the Arabs have it, lailatu-l^adri,
is a sacred festival heid on the 27th of Ramazan, being, according to the
Musalmdiis, the night on which the Kur.an was sent down from heaven.